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EXD IS . : 

SAIGON PASS GENERAL HAIG 
« 

SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH LON NOL ' 

1. GENERAL HAIG, LT. COL BONNER (INTERPRETER), AND I HAD ONE 

a d ONE HALF HOUR CONVERSATION DECEMBER 14 WITH GENERAL LON NOL. 
LON NOL WAS MORE THAN USUALLY DIRECT AND COMMUNICAT IV£, AuD IT 
WAS THE MOST SATISFACTORY AND PRACTICAL DIALOGIC IN WHICh I HAVE 
SEEN HIM ENGAGE. GENERAL HAIG CONVEYED PR £ S ID & N T S P t R b 0 ft AL ■ 

MEETINGS AND ADMIRATION FOR KHMER LEADERS AND P ^2 PL ,E JJID ALSO 
EXPLAINED STATUS OF CONGRESSIONAL CONSIDERATION Oh ^PPLeMeuTAU 
HIGHLIGHTS OF LON NOL 'S PRESENTATION, FOR WHICH HE HAD OBVIOUSLY 
PREPARED HIMSELF WITH MORE THAN ORDINARY CARE, WERE As FOLLOWS. 

2 . AFTER OPENING EXCHANGE OF REMARKS PRIME MINISTER MENTIONED 
HIS DESIRE 'TO INCREASE AUTHORIZED LEVEL OF HIS ARMED FORCES BY 
5 * 0,000 MEN TO 260 , 000 . HE EXPLAINED THAT CAMBODIAN EXPERIENCE , 
THUS FAR INDICATED NEED FOR THESE ADDITIONAL MEN. 

3. HE SAID UPCOMING RICE HARVEST WAS VERY IMPORTANT ON ECONOMIC, 
MILITARY AND PSYCHOLOGICAL LEVELS. HE HAD PREPARED A SPECIAL 
LETTER TO TROOPS’ TELLING THEM THAT' THIS HARVEST MUST BE DENIeD 
TO ENEMY AND PRESERVED FOR POPULATION. IN LINE WITH THIS, Hu 
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•MENTIONED HE KNEW THERE WERE ABOUT 50,000 SMALL ARMS COMING TO 
HIM OUTSIDE MAP. HE WOULD LIKE 10,000 AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE IN 
ORDER TO ARM FARMERS SO THEY COULD PROTECT THEMSELVES DURING, 
HARVEST. IF NEED BE, THEY CAN "DROP THEIR SHEAVES AND PICK UP 

ARMS." -v\ 


■ ■/ ' 


4. HE SAID THEY FOUND' THEIR BAT ALLIONS LACKING IN HEAVY SUPPORT : 
WEAPONS. HE NEEDED SOME ARTILLERY AS SOON AS- POSS!BLE } . WEN A ... 

FEW TUBES WOULD HELP, PARTICULARLY IN FUTURE DEFENSE OF BAT HEAY. 

• '' » • . ' • **’ \ ' . 

5. IN ORDER TO PROVIDE FOR POSSIBILITIES OF AIR _ DELIVERY ; 

ISOLATED AREAS HE PROPOSED TO IMPROVE INFRASTRUCTURE AT. KOMPONG - 
CHAM, BATTAMBANG, KOMPONG THOM AND REAM IN ADDITION TO ^ 
POCHENTONG. IN LINE WITH THIS HE MAY ASK FOR A BULLDOZER OR 

TWO TO CONSTRUCT A STRIP AT KOMPONG THOM. IT WOULD ALSO BE 
NECESSARY TO AIRLIFT THE 'BULLDOZERS TO KOMPONG THOM WITH A 

FLYING CRANE. ’ 

» r ♦ • 

6. HE REITERATED HIS NEED FOR HELICOPTERS TO BRING OUT ; .v 

WOUNDED AND CARRY COMMANDERS. HE, SAID HE COULD USE A DOZEN • 
AND IF TWO OR THREE WERE LEFT IN SAIGON THEY COULD BE USED TO 

REPLACE THOSE OUT OF COMMISSION FOR MAINTENANCE. 

t ► 

•7. THE SUBJECT THEN TURNED TO SOUTH VIETNAMESE OPERATIONS IN 
CAMBODIA. HE SAID HE ONLY ASKED FOR GVN HELP I^REQUENL Y AND 
THAT RESPONSES WERE NEITHER SURE NOR TIMELY. HE CITED EXAMPLES 
OF SATHEAY AND TAKEO WHERE HELICOPTER LIFT HAD BEEN REFUSED IN 
THE FORMER AND ARMORED DOMONSTRAT IONS IN THE LATTER. hE WOULD 
LIKE TO SEE SOME ORGANIZATION SET UP IN SAIGON THAT WOULD 
RESPOND QUICKLY AND EFFECTIVELY TO HIS FEW REQUESTS.. HE 
SUGGESTED THAT COMUSMACV ORGANIZE, EQUIP AND TRAI N ABOUT 
3-4000 CAMBODIANS LIVING IN VIETNAM AND KEEP THEM THERE READY 
TO RESPOND TO GKR REQUEST FOR OPERATIONS IN CAMBODIA. 

Sts ID THIS FORCE COULD COME COMPLETE WITH ALL SUPPORT NECESSARY 
(ARTILLERY, AIR, ETC.), ACCOMPLISH THEIR MISSION, AND THEN RETURN 
TO VIETNAM. ■ 
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8. HE THEN WENT TO SOME LENGTH EXPLAINING THAT HE UNDERSTOOD 
' NECESSITY FOR PLANNING IN A MILITARY AID PROGRAM AND FOR THE 
MOST PART WAS ENTIRELY IN AGREEMENT WITH THIS. HOWEVER, WAR 
• IS WAR AND THERE ARE CERTAIN OCCASIONS WHICH DEMAND SPECIAL 
MEASURES. HIS SPECIAL REQUESTS FELL INTO THIS CATEGORY AND 
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HE PLACED FOLLOWING' PRIORITIES ON THEM. • ; . 

• , " » , * * • 

1. ADDITIONAL SMALL ARMS : 

2. ARTILLERY ' • • . '•••'• ..i ' . 

3. ADDITIONAL HELICOPTERS'- ' ‘ • 

4 ARMORED VEHICLES ' ' ‘ ' • - ' ’ : 

5. BOATS TO REPLACE THOSE RECENTLY LOST IN THE NAVY* 

.. . I . , * * ■ * - 

9. GENERAL HAIG SAID THAT WHILE IN SAIGON HE WOULD ENDEAVOR TO 
LOOK INTO THESE REQUESTS AND THAT HE FELT CERTAIN MORE SATIS- 
FACTORY ARRANGEMENTS COULD BE WORKED OUT FOR HELICOPTER USAGE. 
HE MADE NO OTHER COMMITMENTS. . v- . 

t , # 

• * * 

10. THROUGHOUT MEETING LON NOL DISPLAYED GREAT CONFIDENCE IN 
ULTIMATE TRIUMPH OF KHMER CAUSE, NOTING THAT HIS FORCES, 

ONCE "THE ATTACKED”, AARE GRADUALLY ACHIEVING AN OFFENSIVE 
CAPABILITY. HE SAID THAT FANK MAY LOSE A FEW BATTLES, BUT 
TIME AND DESTINY ARE ON SIDE OF THE KHMER IN THIS STRUGGLE. 

* ■ r 

11. COMMENT. THESE REMARKS SHOULD BE READ AGAINST BACKGROUND 
OF HIS TWO RECENT TRIPS TO COMBAT ZONE AND HIS FIRSTHAND 
KNOWLEDGE OF FANK'S PROBLEMS AND COMBAT LOSSES. YET HIS 
CONFIDENCE -SEEMED UNDIMINISHED. IMMED IATELY FOLLOWING T HIS 
MEETING GENERAL HAIG SPENT HOUR WITH GENERAL SIRIK MATAK. 
NOTHING NEW OR OF SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE EMERGED DURING THEIR 
CONVERSATION. 

SWANK . ' 
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